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Blue Ribbon Commission on Sustainability and the MTA

Federal Legislative and Policy Recommendations
The Blue Ribbon Commission on Sustainability and the MTA, appointed in September 2007 by MTA Executive Director and CEO Elliot G. Sander, was charged with developing sustainability-related recommendations for the MTA and its operating agencies. The Commission supports providing the MTA with $75 billion to $100 billion over the course of the next two MTA capital plans (2010-2014 and 2015-2019) to prepare the MTA and its service region for a sustainable future. Investments at these higher levels will help the MTA region and the nation weather the current recession as well as accelerate the region's transition from fossil-fuel dependency to a low-carbon economy.
Today’s report contains nearly 100 recommendations in all, with about 20 that are transformational, 40 near-term, and about 30 that require legislative and/or policy action by decision makers at the federal, state and local levels. This activity will not only strengthen and green the MTA system, it will have a positive, lasting impact on sustainability and economic recovery – regionally, nationally, and globally.  The federal actions should include:

1. Pass a $1 Trillion Green Stimulus Bill
· Focusing on 21st century transit and renewable energy
2. Authorize and Reform 2010-15 Transportation Bill at $1 Trillion

· Emphasize state of good repair

· Reform funds distribution process and prioritize funding for metropolitan areas

· Develop performance measures that recognize existing densities/transit use

· Incentivize regional, intermodal, and pricing projects

· Streamline federal processes/procedures

· Require minimum green standards for receipt of federal funds

3. Require Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Reductions

Link land use and infrastructure investment to reduce GHG emissions by adapting California’s SB 375 to work on a national scale through regional reduction targets and plans

4. Provide Leadership/Funding for Climate Adaptation

Establish a lead federal agency to coordinate federal, state, and local efforts and funding for climate-adaptation plans, programs, and strategies

5. Raise Federal Gas Tax 40 Cents Over 5 Years and Fund Shift to Mileage-Based User Fees

6. Establish Carbon Emissions Avoidance Market and Dedicate 25 Percent of Revenues to Transit
7. Increase Monthly Commuter Tax Benefit to $220/Month for Transit Commuters
8. Provide Incentives to Lenders that Offer Location Efficient Mortgages (LEMS)
9. Provide Incentives to Developers Who Design and Construct to LEED-Neighborhood Development Standards and Achieve Gold Rating
For more information, see the full report online at www.mta.info/environment
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